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end of this, perhaps the most critical year of 
his outward history, when he came to balance 
his accounts he found himself worth precisely 
the same money as at the beginning! After 
all his anxieties he could not but regard this 
remarkable coincidence as in direct answer 
to prayer, and as evidence that his Heavenly 
Father would hereafter enable him to provide 
for his numerous young family. “From that 
time,” said he to the writer, “I have never 
doubted God’s providence over me, and I 
often look back to it with admiration and 
thanksgiving.” 

It was strikingly exemplified through his 
life that as additional calls were made upon 
his means, so also did his ability to meet them 
increase. His business steadily improving, 
and his means of living being no longer an 
anxiety to him, he was concerned generously 
to aid many who were peculiarly cast upon 
his kindness in later years.* 

Amongst various domestic trials which at- 
tended his chequered life, we may specially 
refer to the loss of several of his children in 
early manhood, and when having tasted of 
the Lord’s gooduess and yielded their hearts 
unto Him, they had given promise of much 
comfort to their parents and hopes of future 
usefulness in our section of the Christian 
Church. Out of 10 children only 3 survived 
him; but as one after another was thus called 
away from the scenes of earth to a heavenly 
inheritance, he and his wife were strengthened 
together in the hour of trial, and in close 
sympathy of heart enabled to resign each into 
the loving hands of an all-wise Saviour. 
Whilst bowed down under outward sorrow, 
they were yet able to set up the spiritual Eben- 
ezer, “ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 

Amongst these losses was one son, William, 
who was removed by death in 1853, whilst 
engaged as teacher in Croydon School, and 
er son, Edmund, a promising young 
man, “after his father’s own heart,” who died 


* As one instance of the blessing attendant on a 
right act, we may record the following for the en- 
couragement of others similarly circumstanced ; — 
His eldest daughter died in 1853, leaving three 
children in infant years; and a little while after- 
wards her husband followed her. The care of their 
three orphan children became a matter of deep so- 
licitude, as they were thus left unprovided for. 
With a natural desire to help them, his duty to his 
own family did not then seem to warrant such an 
addition to the already numerous household de- 
pendent upon him. He earnestly sought counsel 
of the Lord to direct him aright, and at length he 
decided to take charge of and properly educate 
them, sorely against the prudent advice of his own 
mother and sister, but with the trustful and warm 
assent of his dear wife. An unexpected increase of 
busiuess again followed this act, suffisient to make 
up for his increased expenditure. We wight record 
other instances exemplifying the truth of the words 
of the wise man, ‘ There is that scattereth and yet 
increaseth.”’ 
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at Manchester after a very short illness, 
leaving a widow and one child also to mourn 
his loss. 

It is not our object to give minute details 
of his latter life. Whilst diligent in business, 
to be fervent in spirit serving the Lord, was 
the aim of his existence, in accordance ‘with 
the covenant long since made when tossed 
helplessly upon the ocean; and in so doing 
he largely obtained the esteem and respect, 
not only of his fellow-townsmen, but of some 
in the upper walks of life. “ He is always to 
be depended upon for any good work,” was 
the feeling of those who ae him ; and 
whether in schools, philanthropic soc ieties, 
town matters, or political affairs, his sterling 
character gave him an unwonted influence. 
But throughout all, his attachment to the 
religious Society to which he belonged, and 
concern for its welfare, was the prominent 
and governing feature in his actions. 

Much as his loss is felt by a numerous 
circle of friends and fellow-townsmen, proba- 
bly there is no arena in which he will be 
more missed and regretted than in the small 
monthly meeting to which he belonged, at 
which his attendance was as regular as it was 
valuable. On many occasions, when travel- 
ling in various parts of the country, although 
not recorded as a minister amongst the 
Friends, he was concerned both in public and 
private to hold forth the language of warning 
to the lukewarm, and of encouragement to 
the poor in spirit. 

After forty three years of an union hal- 
lowed by many blessings, though encompassed, 
as we have seen, by many trials, his beloved 
wife was “called home.” She, the indulgent 
mother and compassionate friend, who had 
fondly shared in all his vicissitudes, had com- 
forted him by her gentle and devoted afiec- 
tion, and so often cheered him by closest 
sympathy in many a darksome hour, was 
now by a very few months to precede him, as 
we reverently believe, into that ever-glorious 
city wherein there is neither sorrow nor sigh- 
ing, for all tears shall there be wiped away. 
After an illness of several months, borne with 
Christian resignation and patience, her meek 
and loving spirit quietly took its flight. They 
both seemed fully to realize their reunion in the 
eternal courts above, and he spoke more than 
once to her of the joy that awaited her in the 
reunion with her beloved children already 
betore the throne. On the evening after her 
death, when a friend said to her now bereaved 
husband, “Grieve not too much, we know 
that she has gone home,” he replied, “ My 
mourning is past, I have nothing to grieve for 
now; I grieved when she was here in pain 
and suffering.” 

But though inwardly borne up under this 
deep bereavement, it was impossible not to 
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perceive the change which such a deprivation | of union rather than to find ovt and magnify 
produced upon his frame. The loss of com-| the points of difference; and many who knew 
panionship of one who had so shared and|him as an acquaintance, would hardly be 
entered into all his inmost feelings, was in-| prepared for the genuine cheerfulness of tone 
deed poignantly felt, and one of his letters | which was manifested in his conversation and 
very touchingly alludes to his “lonely con-| outward life. That the memory of an up- 
dition” now on earth, “‘—much more so than | right man, fearing God and loving the truth 
I had even expected.” The keenness of iso-| as it is in Jesus, may not quickly fade away, 
lation appeared rather to increase as the| we have ventured thus imperfectly to portray 
weeks rolled on, but in the tender compassion | his life—his death—but what pen can de- 
of his Heavenly Father the union which had | scribe, or tongue tell, of that far more ex- 
been thus severed on earth was to be soon| ceeding and eternal weight of glory now 
and for ever restored ! ~ |revealed, after these light afflictions which 
‘“‘T am now (he wrote to a friend a little before | WETe as but for a moment !—Friends’ Quar- 
this time) iu my sixty-seventh year, and approach- terly Examiner. 
ing the limit of uv existence in this world, where ee 
I have met with much to rejoice over, very much 
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has been, in the latter part of my life, ‘a lamp| . LIFE. wae: Hi 
unto my feet and a light to my path:’ andIcan| In looking over the broad field of Christian 
joy and rejoice in Him and feel assured that He who | labor, that ever widens when viewing the 


nas beeen my morning light will prove to be my | necessity for energetic and persevering action, 
SRE ee ithe subject of live Scripture schools and of 


Nine weeks after his wife’s death he went | 


up to London and attended tie Yearly Meet- 

ing. He alluded several times to his “jour- | 
ney being nearly ended,” and although ap- 
parently in usual good health, he spoke of it 
as attending “once more for the last time.” 
As stated in our last number, he was seized 
with paralysis at one of the sittings. Re 

maining motionless when the meeting broke 
up, some Friends gathered round him and 


found he was unable to move or speak. On| 


his removal to his lodgings, every attention 
that the kindest medical skill could bestow 
Was unavailing. 
after ten days’ illness, calmly and peacefully 
breathed his last. 

He was interred in the Friends’ Burial- 


ground at Stoke Newington, amongst the | 


graves of many loved and honored Friends 
who had gone before; the silence around the 
grave, (where were gathered many from dif- 


ferent parts, attracted by deep common sym- | 


pathy for the survivors and love for the 
departed,) was broken by the impressive 
words, “I am the resurrection and the life; 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die ;” and again was the same glorious 
language of his Lord and Saviour revived in 


the solemn assembly held afterwards in the 


Meeting-house. 


Our task is done; but not without a keen | 


sense of personal loss can we bid adieu to one 
with whom we have been long associated. 
We have so far exceeded the length proposed 
for this memoir, that we may now safely 


leave it to carry its own lessons, and point | 


its own moral. Although very uncompro- 


mising as a Friend, Thomas Pierce displayed 
a wide charity towards those who differed 


from him, seeking to rejoice over the grounds 


He never spoke again, but | 


faithful Bible teaching, seems to me of great 
weight; and I have queried much as to how 
a higher degree of success in this work can 
be attained; what is most needed to secure 
the attainment of a more earnest and holy 
zeal for the promotion of this cause amongst 
us, that would secure to us, and especially to 
the lambs of the fold, a groundwork of prin- 
ciple and a true foundation of faith in the 
seed time of life. 

To all these queries the answer of Inspira- 


tion comes most forcibly—“ if any of you lack 


wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all 
men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall 
be given him.” Then follow in the mind the 
explanatory words, “ Behold the fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from evil 
is understanding.” 

We may safely conclude, if we feel any 
‘lack, that we ask of God, and so often as we 
feel a lack we continue to ask; and in so 
doing I do believe we will dwell more contin- 
ually in His spirit; and if so dwelling, have 
we not the promise of that which alone can 
lead us to find the best and right way to make 
our Bible instructions lively, practical and 
effectual, securing eucouraging appreciation ? 
That this is a work from which we cannot be 
excused, let us hear the Divine command 
concerning the teachings of Scripture: “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might. And these words which I commani 
thee shall be in thine heart; and thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. And thou shalt bind them fora 


sigu upon thine hand, and they shail be as 
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frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt 
write them upon the posts of thy house, and 
on thy gates.” Deut. vi-5 to 10. “By the 
study of the Bible, the mind of man is brought 
into contact with the mind of God.” 

The Saviour said “search the Scriptures,” 
and the Apostle testifies “they are able to 
make wise unto salvation, through faith, 
which is in Christ Jesus.” I find no chapter 
or text which releases us at any period of life 
from the study of the Scriptures. But, do 
we sufficiently realize the importance of the 
time of beginning this study, or of teaching it? 
Solomon said, “train up a child in the way 
in which he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.” The prophet says, 
“ Whom shall he teach knowledge, and whom 
shall he make to understand doctrine? Them 
that are weaned from the milk and drawn 
from the breasts. For precept must be upon 
precept, line upon line, here a little and there 
a little.” “The first seven years of life are 
more important than parents are aware. In 
them are sown the seeds of all that is good 
and amiable in character, or most that is evil. 
The most effectual corrector, even at this 
early period, is the Bible.” And since the 
condition of a child is that to which we must 
come to receive the blessed Saviour, I con- 
ceive that childhood is the important season 
in which to sow the seed. For at mature age 
we have to make use of all the child-like 
simplicity of confidence that remains in our 
nature to help us exercise faith in God’s word 
or His promises. Faith, that very simple and 
yet difficult thing to be obtained, after leaving 
childhood, that makes us a child of Christ. 
“ Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, shall in no wise enter 
therein.” Receive it with child-like confi- 
dence, believing from the heart, that “ Jesus 
died for me, even me.” 

The need of early culture cannot be suffi- 
ciently estimated; of beginning with the bud 
or germ. “In the morning sow thy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not thy hand.” 
I am impressed that the weight of the com- 
mand is in the morning; “wait not for the 
noon-day sun, nor for the evening shade. 
Pre-oceupy the ground. Seek the dew of God’s 
blessing, and our children shall be numbered 
among the lambs of Christ’s flock.” 

‘* The lambs of Jesus, who are they, 
But children who believe and pray— 
That keep God's laws and ask His grace, 
And seek a heavenly dwelling place. 
The lambs of Jesus they are meek, 
The words of peace and truth they speak ; 
To ail God’s creatures they are kind, 
And, like their Lord, of gentle mind.” 

They may, and probably will be, more vi- 
vacious, sprightly, lively and buoyant in 
juvenile life, than afterwards. This is natu- 
ral; religion tends to happiness,—cheerful- 
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ness and joyfulness are commendable, the 
fruits of faith and hope in God. 

The “ fruit of the Spirit is love, peace, joy, 
long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith.” 

‘** Religion never was designed 
To make our pleasures less.’’ 

It imparts true pleasure and abiding peace, 
and sweetens everything in life. The child 
Samuel heard the voice or call of the Lord, 
when aged Eli did not. “ May we sow the 
seed in faith, and the Lord will take care of 
it.” To us teachers the poet has said, 

**O’er wayward children would’st thou hold firm 
rule, 

And sun thee in the light of happy faces ? 

Love, Hope and Patience—these must be thy 
graces, 

And in thy own heart let them first keep school.’’ 

The Bible says, “ He that winneth souls is 
wise,” not drives, but wins by love and kind- 
ness. May we strive to imitate our blessed 
Master, who so loved us that he gave himself 
for us; and we will be able to 
‘‘ Breathe o’er our labors, the fervent prayer 
That the shadows of grace may dwell richly there.” 

Finally, as there can be no success of Jast- 
ing benefit without the sure influence of the 
Holy Spirit, let us ever seek to dwell very 
near to Christ, for Scripture assures us “our 
labor cannot be in vain in the Lord.” 

A. M. G. 


DEMONSTRATION AGAINST FEMALE PREACH- 
ERS. 

The Free Presbytery of Orkney met in 
Kirkwall on Tuesday week. 

After some routine business had been dis- 
posed of, Mr. Roy said there was a small mat- 
ter which he wished to introduce, and he 
would do so by putting a question to the 
clerk. Was it true that a female had been 
officiating in the Free Church of Harray ? 

Mr. White said it was quite true that on 
his way down from the Assembly, a Miss 
Smiley, from Baltimore, handed him a letter 
of introduction from his friend Mr. Dixon, of 
Leith. The lady, who was a very accom- 
plished person, was accompanied by Mr. Fox, 
of Liverpool, and he gave them an invita- 
tiod to visit him at Harray when they re- 
turned to Orkney from Shetland, should they 
find it convenient. They called, and spent 
two days with him, and requested that they 
might be allowed to conduct meetings in the 
church. Through conversation and other- 
wise, he had satisfied himself as to her sound- 
ness in the faith, and he confessed that there- 
after she had spoken in his church, but dur- 
ing the whole service she did not give utter- 
ance to asingle statement with which he 
could find fault. He did not, however, an- 
nounce the meeting from the pulpit, but 
simply made it known to one or two people. 
These were the circumstances of the case, and 
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on points of doctrine he was prepared to vin- 
dicate her opinions. 

Mr. Roy said, the main question at issue 
was, would the Free Church, or would that 
presbytery, tolerate female preaching in their 
churches ? 

Mr. Armour thought Mr. White should be 
allowed to make a remark; it was for the in- 
formation of the presbytery. For himself he 
might say that if Mr. White was bad, he 
(Mr. Armour) was four times worse. The 
lady spoke only once in Harray, whereas 
they heard her four times in Sanday. 

Mr. Roy continued—The question was not 
whether any particular lady or ladies should 
speak the truth, but whether it was agreea- 
ble to the custom of the Free Church and in 
accordance with Scripture that females should 
speak at all. He believed it was both in- 
consistent with the practice of the Church 
and unscriptural, and he could not see how 
Mr. White, who had all along objected to lay 
preaching, could consistently favor female 

reaching. Some were amazed that Mr. 

Vhite would have allowed any such thing. 
He (Mr. Roy) was amazed himself to think 
how that one so perfectly orthodox should 
permit a layman, far less a female, to address 
& meeting in his church. One brother said, 
Mr. White would not allow Hopkins to speak 
in his church, but this was as bad as Hopkins; 
another said it was worse. When the report 
of the occurrence became noised abroad, it 
had a very bad effect. Mr. White’s opinions 
were well known, and the argument used by 
the people was: If Mr. White has done this 
so ought you; there was no fear of him do- 
ing anything wrong. Mr. Armour seems to 
think that he is in the same position. He 
(Mr. Roy) wished the presbytery to express 
its disapproval of female preaching, so that 
in future such practices should not occur. 
He would therefore move that—* Whereas 
‘female preaching’ has been permitted with- 
in two congregations within the bounds, and 
whereas female preaching is inconsistent With 
the practice of the Church, and opposed to 
Scripture, the presbytery enjoin on all the 
brethren within the bounds to discourage this 
unscriptural course by refusing the use of| 
their churches, and generally by enlighten- 
ing the minds of their people in the Scriptur- 
al nature of the gospel ministry.” 

Mr. Robb seconded the motion. 

Mr. Armour said he was in the same pesi- 
tion as Mr. White, it was true, and perhaps 
in a worse position, and this from the fact 
that they (the Sanday people) had four in- 
stead of one meeting, and were sorry that | 
they had not more. (Mr. White—Hear, | 
hear.) He did not shrink from taking his | 
stand, and to vindicate the steps he had | 
taken. As this matter had been formally’ 








brought up by Mr. Roy, and as he was press- 
ing a motion on the presbytery to restrict 
him (Mr. Armour) in all matters in the fu- 
ture in regard to what he might consider his 
duty, he felt bound to make a statement— 
(Mr. White—Hear, hear)—in regard to the 
way in which he viewed the question. He 
believed he was quite agreed, and held as 
firmly as Mr. Roy possibly could do what 
was termed the Church’s order in the mat- 
ter, and what he had done was not in any 
way contrary thereto. The understanding in 
the Church was, that those who should preach 
the gospel, administer ordinances, and con- 
duct public worship, should be such as were 
found qualified by the office-bearers of the 
Church, and set apart for the office. This 
was the order, and he did not differ from Mr. 
Roy regarding it, but on the contrary agreed 
with him thoroughly that they were bound to 
follow it, and that there was Scriptural au- 
thority as well as the arrangement of the 
Church regarding it. There was therefore 
no difference of opinion among them. Mr. 
White and he (Mr. Armour) held as strong 
an opinion upon that question as any of them 
could do, and he hoped the presbytery would 
not set them down as having doubts as to the 
order in the Church in regard to these mat- 
ters. (No,no.) But there was an excep- 
tion to every general rule, and he held the 
Church had given its sanction in regard to 
laymen speaking in public. (Mr. White— 
Hear, hear.) This was practised within the 
bounds of their own presbytery, and there 
was not a single whisper of disapprobation re- 
garding it. (Mr. White—Hear, hear.) He 
thought they would be doing what was very 
wrong if they agreed to Mr. Roy’s proposal, 
to prevent parties who had not been examined 
by the office-bearers of the Church from tak- 
ing part in public ministrations. The Church 
was left in regard to laymen, to use her wis- 
dom as to the liberty to be allowed them to 
address their fellow-men. He therefore hoped 
that to that part of the motion the presbytery 
would not agree. It would be presumption 
to do so. It was quite understood that every 
member of presbytery could object to laymen 
officiating in his church, but he thought it 
would be very unwise in the presbytery as a 
body to object to that in any case. It mat- 
tered not whether it was Brownlow North, or 
any other Christian layman who proclaimed 
the way of salvation. It would be observed 
the question narrowed itself to the fact that 
the individual who had spoken was a woman. 
It was not as to lay preaching, but as to a 
woman—a Christian woman—being allowed 
to tell them the way of salvation. 1t was not 
even as to female preaching, for in this case 
it had to be proved whether it would be right 
to call it female preaching. (Mr, White— 
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Hear, hear.) It was simply whether the pres- 
bytery was to come unanimously to the con- 
clusion that female lips were never to tell the 
sweet story of the way of salvation. To carry 
this out—and if it was a good thing it should 
be done—the presbytery ought to agree that 
no female should henceforth engage in Sab- 
bath-school teaching. The question there- 
fore was, whether a Christian woman was to 
be allowed to tell sinners about Jesus. 
Was it Scriptural? It had been denied that 
it was so. He held that it was thoroughly 
Scriptural, thoroughly rational, and would 
glance at a few references to the subject in 
the Scriptures— 

The Moderator—Let’s hear your Scripture 
texts for female preaching. 

Mr. Armour.—There was reference to fe- 
males being led to open their mouths in pub- 
lic, and he found that often there was not the 
slightest disapprobation of females declaring 
the truths of the gospel. The prophecy of 
Joel, quoted by the apostle Peter on the day 
of Pentecost, presented the Scripture argu- 
ment fully and explicitly for use in apostolic, 
and afterwards in New Testament revival 
times. Philip had four daughters who pro- 
phesied, and in the case of old Anna it was 
done in the very temple itself. In the 68th 
Psalm it was said a great multitude having 
received the word from the Lord were to pub- 
lish it. 

‘The Moderato having signified incredulity, 

Mr. Armour proceeded—You may shake 
your head, Moderator. When you come to 
the epistles you have Paul, as in the 11th 
chapter of 1st Corinthians, referring to females 
not only praying but prophesying, which they 
understood to mean preaching or speaking in 
public, and he never exhibited the slightest 
displeasure at it, only prescribing that they 
should keep their bonnets on, and farther on 
in the 14th chapter of that epistle females 
praying or prophesying was not said to be 
wrong. It was talking in congregations, and 
nothing else, that was condemned. It seemed 
that in the church at Corinth women had got 
into the habit of asking questions at their 
husbands in the church and disturbing the 
congregations, and those who hinged the ex- 
clusion of females from declaring those things 
pertaining to our peace upon that chapter 
would require to amend their exegesis of it. 
Paul, when speaking in the last chapter of 
the Romans, of Phebe, ordered them to help 
her in every possible way in doing good, a 
phrase which covered a great deal. He (Mr. 
Armour) was speaking of an exception, and 
as only to be looked upon favorably either 
by the apostle or the presbyter when there 
was evidence that the person was capable, 
and, as Mr. White had said, “sound in the 
faith.” There was nothing objectionable re- 
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garding the way in which Miss Smiley con- 
ducted the services. She was not a blue- 
stocking— 

The Moderator did not want to hear her 
character. 

Mr. Armour would only say that her ad- 
dresses were not only in, accordance with the 
doctrines of the Free Church in reference to 
all pertaining to the way of salvation, but 
were admirably suitable—being full of tender- 
ness and power. He would also say he would 
never forget the preciousness of those ad- 
dresses— 

The Moderator.—Would you really con- 
clude? 

Mr. Armour.—Miss Smiley had left her 
native country not to go over to England, 
Scotland, or Ireland, but to visit these Islands 
in the exuberance of her loving-kindness. 
He hoped the presbytery would think twice 
before restricting individual ministers in simi- 
lar circumstances in any arbitrary way. 

Mr. White said Mr. Roy had made a 
statement regarding him which was quite un- 
warrantable, and he demanded to know his 
authority. Mr. Roy stated he (Mr. White) 
objected to lay preaching all along. He 
would like to know when he heard him ob- 
ject to lay preaching? But with reference to 
the point whether it was a man or a woman 
that was employed he would give them his 
authority for all he had done, and he read a 
report by Dr. Candlish on the subject, which 
received the approval of the General Assem- 
bly of the Church. 

The Moderator —You give that as your 
authority ? 

Mr. White said that was the authority of 
the General Assembly officially given, and 
from all he had heard of the lady referred to, 
he was prepared to act upon this declaration 
as an individual minister, and give his decis- 
ion as to the suitableness of the lady in ques- 
tion for proclaiming the truth of the gospel 
to her fellow-men. He therefore begged to 
move the previous question. 

The Rev. Mr. Sinclair said he should like 
to read a few texts of Scripture. The ques- 
tion before the presbytery was not as to lay 
preaching, nor as to the soundness in the faith 
of any individual, male or female, though of 
course to introduce into a church asa teacher 
any person heretical in doctrine was a great 
aggravation of the evil ; but the question was, 
the lawfulness of a female, however orthodox, 
being admitted as a public teacher in the 
Church. All else was irrelevant, and the ap- 
peal must be made directly “tothe Jaw and 
the testimony.” Mr. Sinclair then quoted a 
number of passages bearing on the question 
under discussion, and proceeded to say that 
he could quite understand, and would highly 
approve of a Christian lady gathering to- 
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gether some of her own sex, reading to them, 
speaking to them about their souls, praying 
with them, and the like—as was done, for ex- | 
ample, in those “ mothers’ meetings” which | 
were held in Edinburgh, and elsewhere, for | 
that was not “usurping authority over the| 
man,” and was quite in accordance with | 
Scripture precept and example. In conclu- | 
sion, he thought their excellent friends, Mr. 
White and Mr. Armour, should frankly ad- 
mit they had made a mistake, and say they 
would not do so again. 

Mr. Wilson would have preferred that this 
subject had not been introduced, for if it was | 
a mistake committed by two of their friends 
and brethren, it would, to his mind, have 
heen better to have had it corrected private- 
ly, and that they should have come to a mu- 
tual understanding on the subject. He con- 
fessed their two brethren had done things 
quite unwarranted by the rules, and also con- 
trary to the generally received and estab- 
lished opinion of the Church—doing that 
which was not only opening the door to con- 
fusion, but subjecting other ministers and 
other people to great annoyance. What Mr. | 
White had read did not apply to the case at 
all. He did not believe the Assembly had 
any female preaching in view when they 
adopted the report. 

Mr. White admitted that. 





Mr. Wilson thought it was peculiarly nee- 
essary at present, when the Church had sus- 
tained so much injury through the preaching 
of unauthorized persons, that the brethren of 


the presbytery should exercise caution. If 
the ministry was to be properly upheld, min- 
isters themselves must take care not to en- 
courage those who were unauthorized to hold 
meetings, making it appear as if the presby- 
tery were at sixes and sevens on the subject. 
He believed the women could do much more 
good in private in the family, and as Sab- 
bath-school teachers. 

Mr. Stuart (Kirkwall) was not aware he 
could add anything to the admirable remarks 
just made by Mr. Wilson. He had never 
listened to a speech to which he could have 
added Amen with greater cordiality. He 
(Mr. Stuart) would be sorry if there should 
be any implied censure in the motion before 
them, and he should like it to be distinctly 
understood that he only wished to have the 
practice discontinued. They had not dealt 
with their brethren in private, and he did not | 
think they should come down upon them with 
a publiccensure. (Mr. White.—Hear, hear.) 
At the same time he most assuredly would | 
stand up for some distinct intimation from 
the presbytery that it should not occur again. 
On that ground he supported the motion. 

Mr. Roy said his friend Mr. Wilson, while | 
very forcibly condemning the practice of fe-| 





~ was whether it was Scriptural or not. 
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male preaching or teaching publicly, as not 


| agreeable to Scripture, stated that for his own 


part he would perhaps have liked that the 
matter had been spoken of privately. Mr. 
Roy then gave his reading of certain pass- 
ages of Scripture which had been quoted. 
Could anything, he said, be plainer than the 
distinction of sexes there drawn, and the dis- 
tinction of duties devolving on them? If 
men need stronger proof than these passages 
he pitied their understandings. The question 
Two 
of their brethren said it was, others that it 
was not. Passing from the chief argument 
he would ask—Did the Society of Friends 
preach sound doctrines ? 

Mr. White—Yes. 

Mr. Roy—And did Mr. White inquire 
whether this lady held all the fundamental 
doctrines of their (the Free) Church? 

Mr. White was quite satisfied she did. 

Mr. Roy—Does this lady hold the great 
doctrine of “ imputed guilt?” Ifshe did, he 
had to say that he found from the account of 
the Quakers in the Cyclopedia of Religious 
Denominations, given by one of the Society, 
that they did not believe that mankind was 
punishable for Adam’s sin, or that we par- 
take of his guilt until we make it our own by 
transgressions of the Divine law. Were they 
then to permit parties, especially females, to 
use their churches fur the purpose, it might 
be, of in the end propagating their peculiar 
doctrines—doctrines opposed, as they thought, 
to the Word of God? He trusted this would 
not be permitted. He had been compelled, 
from a sense of duty, to bring that matter 
forward, but he hoped that Mr. White, Mr. 
Armour, and himself would still continue 
friends. (“Surely, surely,” from Mr. White 
and Mr. Armour.) If it was agreeable to 
the presbytery, he would be satisfied with the 
distinct expression of opinion now given by 
brethren in opposition to female preaching, 
and would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Stuart, Kirkwall, would not object to 
this. 

Mr. Robb said the motion could not be 
withdrawn without the consent of the second- 
er. Now he thought the question one of 
great importance, and as Mr. White and Mr. 
Armour seemed to treat the remarks of the 
brethren somewhat contemptuously, he could 


| not consent to its withdrawal. 


Mr. White protested against the proceed- 


| Ings. 


The Moderator—Does any person second 
Mr. White’s motion ? 

Mr. Armour—lI do. 

The roll was then called, when there voted 
for Mr. Roy’s motion,—Messrs. Roy, Rose, 
Stuart, Wilson, Robb, Meason, and Seatter ; 
and for Mr. White’s motion—Messrs. White 
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and Armour. Mr. Sinclair declined to vote, 
and Mr. Spence had left the meeting before 
the roll was called. 

Mr. Roy’s motion was thereupon declared 
carried. 

Mr. White then craved leave to protest and 
dissent, for reasons to be given in due time, 
reserving to himself leave to appeal to the 
ensuing General Assembly should he see fit. 

Mr. Armour joined Mr. White in his prot- 
est.—Scotsman, 

[The above notice is one of various articles 
the insertion of which has been delayed by 
the space given to the proceedings of the 
First-day School Conference. In the Scotsman 
of Tenth mo. 16th appears the following para- 

raph :] 

“The latest information from the Free 
Presbytery of Orkney represents the agitators 
for female orders as masters of the situation. 
The ministers who were recently censured for 
employing Miss Smiley in their pulpits, and 
who appealed against the sentence to the 
General Assembly, have announced their in- 
tention of not prosecuting the appeal, for the 
very intelligible, though rather startling rea- 
son that they mean to take the law into their 
own hands, and disregard the sentence. In 
the conclusion of a long document, defending 
the employment of female clergy as both 
legal and scriptural, they say— Notwith- 
standing the threatened pains and penalties 
of which they heard, in the event of the 
judgment being disregarded, they refuse to be 
bound by any injunction of the Presbytery, 
which they conceive has no warrant either in 
the word of God, rightly interpreted, nor in 
the Standards of the Church.’ This seems 
tolerably like insubordination; but the only 
notice the Presbytery seems to have taken 
of the rebels was to appoint a committee to 
answer them. Probably they are afraid to 
vindicate their authority by any stronger 
measures, in view of the extreme popularity 
which the female ministry appears to enjoy 
among the island population. For, as our 
ecclesiastical readers may have noticed from 
the statistics furnished a day or two ago by 
the Free Church clergyman of Delting, the 
demand for Miss Smiley’s pulpit labors 
amounts to quite a furore. In fifty days 
she preached fifty-eight times, occasionally, 
when the churches admitted of it, drawing an 
audience of nearly 1500 people. This is in- 
teresting, not merely as a curiosity of local 
taste, but as the possible commencement of a 
considerable ecclesiastical revolution.” 

[It was our design to accompany this ar- 
ticle with some remarks on the general ques- 
tion involved, but for this we can afford to 
wait. An earnest spirit of inquiry has been 
raised, and the honest inquirer, Bible in hand, 
will probably find unscriptural prejudices to 
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fade, and may probably arrive at the conclu- 
sion that the Biblical argument against 
woman’s preaching consists but in a super- 
ficial construction of a few texts, without ref- 
erence to the local usages to which they have 
reference. Also, that the direct application 
of Joel’s prophecy is conclusive, and that a 
well confirmed gift and call of the Holy Spirit, 
followed by such evidences as can be adduced 
in thousands of instances, ought not to be for- 
bidden or withstood.]—Eb. 
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A Reticious REVIVAL THE TRUE REMEDY 
FOR WoRLDLINEss.— How often the plaintive 
ery is heard that “the ways of Zion do mourn 
because the people will not come to her sol- 
emn feasts.” In how many instances is it 
found that a congregation, and even a whole 
religious organization, appears stagnant— 
little or no growth in the vital truth, cold- 
ness, formality and spiritual sloth prevailing 
among the professors of the mest worthy 
Name, and those to whom Christ is indeed 
precious oppressed by the lethargy around 
them, and almost forgetful that a Power 
exists, within access. by prayer, which is 
abundantly able out of the very stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham. The cry is 
heard, “the Fathers, where are they?” as 
though those Fathers had inherent or unat- 
tainable qualities to uphold the Church—as 
though there were not materials lying around 
from which that qualifying Power can restore 
judges and counsellors sufficient for all the 
emergencies of the Church. In such a con- 
dition pastoral care is wanting, the flock stray 
on the mountains, and many a lamb falls int 
a pit on the Sabbath day. Alas, we cannot 
say, “ Happy is the people that is in such 
case |” 

There was a time in the reign of David 
when the message was given that when they 
should “hear the sound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry trees,” they were to go for- 
ward, accepting it as a sign that the Lord 
was with them. And when the rush was 
heard and the branches quivered, the people 
in reverential awe knew of a certainty that 
their Helper and Guide, the Strength of their 
life and their Portion forever, was going be- 
fore them, and that their strength no longer 
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consisted in sitting still. Even so it some- 
times pleases the object of our worship to 
descend by his Spirit in a marked and pecu- 
liar mauner, moving the light-hearted and 
careless ones who had been as leaves and 
branches tossing in the air, shaking the sturdy 
limbs and even the massy trunks rooted in 
the earth, thus making His power known. 
Well is it then to know His voice, to rejoice 
in His coming, and to be a willing people im 
the day of His power. “Jesus of Nazareth 
passeth by!” His arm is outstretched to help 
and save. He has granted the prayer that 
had so long, and, alas! so faintly and with so 
little faith ascended, and has revived His 
work in the midst of the years. Every Chris- 
tian has desired a revival—many but vague- 
ly, and asa hopelessthing. Are any alarmed 
now that it has come, and fearful that the 
adorable Author thereof will fail to conduct 
it with safety and discretion? Be it that 
there may be in some a degree of excitement 
attendant upon a transition from death unto 
life, upon a sense of sin forgiven, upon a 
joyous consciousness that the whole world is | 
valueless compared with the newly - found 
pearl of great price. Has not this been ever 
the case, especially with certain tempera- 
ments? The soul just awakened sees men as 
trees walking, and the deep quiet, the calm- 
ness of a spirit settled in Him who is the 





Centre, is a farther advance than that of the 
ardent rejoicing child, thankful to the Father, 
running to do His will, and sometimes, in the 
sincere desire to serve, even running unsent. 
The child may stumble, but the loving and 
lenient Father holds him up, and in due time 
trains him to the steady gait of the young 
man and strong man. Praise and bless God 
for the revival! for the blessing of growth. 
If there be exuberance, the good Husband- 
man has a pruning hook. “The trees of the 
Lord are full of sap,” and let all the trees of 
the wood rejoice. It seems as though the 
very air was redolent of mercy. 





** All-moving Spirit ! freely torth 

At thy command the strong wind goes ; 
Its errand to the passive earth 

Nor art can stay, nor strength oppose, 
Until it fold its weary wing 

Once more within the hand divine.”’ 


May all the churches, and all the people 
composing them, be wise enough to know the 
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day of their visitation, and the things that 
belong unto their peace. Then will they not 
wait till the visitation of Divine revival has 
passed over, but be found workers together 
with God, and agreeing in energetic wrestling 
in prayer for conversion and for pardon, for 
the new birth unto holiness; and this for 
fathers and mothers, for sons and daughters, 
for the strangers within our gates, for all 
those for whom we feel the Spirit making 
intercession. 

We hear of the children of Christian pro- 
fessors given up to worldliness, and indulging 
in novel-reading, theatre-going, card-playing 
and dancing. What do they need? Is the 
moral malady to be reached by logical dis- 
courses and treatises upon the evil and incon- 
sistency of such an occupation of the precious, 
fleeting moments which ought to be spent te 
the glory of God? Do they not know all 
this? Is it knowledge that is wanting? They 
require that their hearts should be touched, 
(to quote a passage from our Correspondence 
of to-day,) “as with a live coal from off the 
holy altar of the stupendous sacrifice.” Let 
them have the benefit of godly examples; let 
them feel the influence of devotional sur- 
roundings; let them experience (if we may 
so speak) the magnetism of praying hearts, 
of mighty prayers that draw down blessings. 
Let them know that their friends feel that 
their souls are precious, and yearn and plead 
for their highest good. The wound of our 
people will be but slightly healed by argu- 
ments for consistency, by urging the example 
of the Fathers and advocating the good old 
ways. The malady lies deep, and needs a 
deeper remedy. We were impressed by the 
recent remark of a Friend: “Nothing will 
meet the case but the convicting, converting 
power of the Spirit of the Almighty. If we 
are truly converted, we shall give up the 
world.” A RELIGIOUS REVIVAL IS THE CURE 
FOR WORLDLINESS. 


—_ —— see 


Tue Sovt’s Cravina.—As we penned the 
above paragraphs, the post brought us a 
letter from a beloved Friend fn Carolina, 
from which we venture to extract a passage 
consonant with our current of thought and 
feeling at the moment: 

“ My soul does long for the sure proof of 
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the Divine call and unction to be more largely 
witnessed in our ministry, in the accompany- 
ing power and near access in prayer to our 
Heavenly Father, fully persuaded, as I am, 
of the efficacy of prayer, and that the Head 
of the Church, seeing the need among His 
people of a more efficient labor, would not be 
slack concerning His promise to even the two 
on earth who should agree as touching any- 
thing that they should ask. I have felt daeok 
exercised on behalf of our beloved Society, 
that there might be a coming, with one ac- 
cord, to the throne of grace, in prayer for this 
special blessing, (while we plead for a sending 
forth of more laborers into the vineyard, )—a 
more lively unction. Then might we not hope 
in truth to witness vastly increased revivals 
of the Lord’s work in the midst of these our 
years, confirming, cheering onward the faith- 
ful believers, stirring up those who hold the 
dim lights to fill and trim anew—shaking the 
dry bones—bringing the dead to life, the lost 
and wandering to the ark of safety. I know 
the people to be thus wrought upon are free 
agents, and without their part is done, the 
preacher preacheth but in vain; though 
Paul plant and Apollos water, the increase 
cometh of the Lord; and again, He knoweth 
all our needs before weask Him. But it has 
been repeatedly brought to my mind, that, in 
our individual experience, and as a Christian 
Church, we have not enjoyed all the privi- 
leges of the Christian to ask and receive good 
through our Mediator. We have failed to 
gather spiritual wealth, because, as a dear 
friend said at our Select Yearly Meeting, 
‘we have prayed too much for everything in 
general and nothing in particular ;’ a spirit 
of unbelief existing, as to our being invited to 
draw near like little children, and make 
known our special wants, expecting, as do the 
trusting little ones, to receive that for which 
they ask, willing, too, to receive it just in His, 
the dear Father’s, own way; who loves His 
children so well He will not upbraid them for 
this asking, neither deny them aught that is 


for their good or the promotion of His 
cause.” 


Book or Meerines 1x Amertca.—Those 
who are possessed of this valuable manual 
(especially Correspondents and Mo. Meeting 
Clerks) will find it desirable to make in their 
copies the corrections and additions furnished 
by the publishers, whose care in this matter 
confers a benefit upon the Society at large. 


————————e ————————— — 


DIED. 

MONTGOMERY.—On the 15th of Eleventh mo., 
1869, in her 25th year, Martha Montgomery, dangh- 
ter of Job and Prudence Estle, after a lingering ill- 
ness, which she bore with much patience and res- 
ignation ; a member of Westfield Mo. Meeting, Ind. 
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SHAW.—Near Adrian, Mich., on the 11th of 
Eleventh month, 1869, Lewis Shaw, son of Nathan 
and Miriam Shaw, in his 23d year; a member of 
Birch Lake Monthly Meeting. He bore his suffer- 
ings with great patience and resignation, leaving to 
those about him a firm assurance that through 
adorable mercy he was prepared to enter the man- 
sions of eternal rest and peace. 

BATES.—At her residence near Smithfield, Jef- 
ferson Co., Ohio, Mary P., wife of Joseph D. Bates‘ 
in the 73d year of her age; a member of Smithfield 
Monthly Meeting. She was a true friend to the 
poor and afflicted, administering with her own 
hands and means, as ability was afforded, to their 
comfort and relief. Being in feeble health for the 
lest three years, she seldom had -he privilege of 
attending meetings for public worship, yet she 
manifested a deep interest in the welfare of our 
religious Society, often lamenting the departure of 
some from its primitive principles. Her last illness 
was very short, but she evinced strong faith and 
hope in her blessed Saviour, and her friends have 
the consoling evidence that her end was peace. 

GREGG.—Of pulmonary disease, at the residence 
of her father, West Milton, Ohio, on the 19th of 3d 
mo., 1869, Anna E., daughter of Smith and Rachel 
Gregg, in the 17th year of her age; a member of 
West Branch Mo. Meeting. Her end was peace. 


THE ASSOCIATED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEB OF FRIENDS 
ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Will meet in Puitape.paia on Fourth-day, the 19th 
of First month, 1870, at 3 o’clock P.M. 

The sub-committee on Education at 8 A.M. of the 
same dav. 

The Washington Committee at 4 P.M. of the day 
preceding. Joun B. Garrett, Clerk. 


HOME FOR AGFD AND INFIRM COLORED PERSONS, 
340 S. Front St., Philadelphia. 


This Institution, to which many Friends are con- 
tributors, will hold its Annual Meeting on Fifth- 
day evening next, First mo. 13th, at the Franklin 
Institute, Seventh below Market. All who feel in- 
terested are invited. 

Twenty-five colored women, whose ages range 
from near 70 to 99 years, are now cared for in the 
Institution, and have, during the past year, been 
so favored with health that not a death has oc- 
curred. 

The large number of applicants awaiting admis- 
sion makes it very desirable that enlarged accom- 
modations should be secured, and any who feel like 
aiding in this good work can forward their contri- 
butions to the Treasurer, Samvet R. Suipiey, lll 
8S. Fourth St. / 

oe 
Quarterly Meetings in First month, 1870. 
(Copied from New York Pocket Almanac.) 

1—Honey Creek, Iowa Y. M. 

1—Ash Grove, Western Y. M. 
15—Contentnea, N. Carolina Y. M. 
15—Honey Creek, Western Y. M. 
15—Deep River, N. Carolina Y. M. 
19—Farmington, N. York Y. M. 
20—Cornwall, N. York Y. M. 
20—Salem, New England Y. M. 
22—Sand Creek, Western Y. M. 
26—Westburv, N. York Y. M. 
26—Adrian, Ohio Y. M. 

27—Dover, New England Y. M. 
29—Winnisheik, Iowa Y. M. 
29—Fairfield, Indiana Y. M. 
29—Blue River, Western Y. M. 











FRIENDS’ 
INDIAN CORRESPONDENCE. 


Indian Agency, near Fort Sill, Indian Territory. 
Eleventh month, 14, 1869. 

Your very acceptable letter of the 18th 
ult. was here when we arrived at this place 
one week ago to-day, about one o’clock, and 
it was a treat to us to read it, as we came in 
tired from our journey. How true was your 
mind’s eye view of us, as we pursued our te- 
dious way across the wide prairie at the rate 
of 25 milesa day. It was a slow way of 
going 400 miles. We were 19 days on the 
road, having travelled about 16 days. We 
camped out 16 nights, all but three. We saw 
many interesting things—buffuloes, antelopes, | 
wolves, prairie dogs, rattlesnakes, wild tur- | 
keys, prairie chickens, etc., of the animal 
kind. It was an interesting trip, but one that 
we do not wish to repeat fora while. Did| 
you ever see movers going out West in their 
wagons, looking dirty and wretched? I 
imagine that we looked a little like them, 
only there were not many folks to see us 
much of the way. Of one thing I am sure, 
we were very dirty. The road was very dusty, 
the most of the way, and the wind blew so 
that some days we were thoroughly coated, 
and the black stuff was hard to get off. And 
our clothes! What atime we had washing 
them last week! But we lived well ; we laid 
in a good supply of provisions at Lawrence, 
and our men killed a good deal of game by 
the way,—chickens, ducks and squirrels. At 
Wichita, where we crossed the Arkansas 
River, a man gave us a quarter of beef, and 
two days after we got some buffalo and two 
turkeys of the Indians, and our boys killed 
two more turkeys. Farther on a return train 
gave us a piece of beef that they had killed 
the day before, and four days before we got 
through we killed a dozen wild turkeys and 
had one of them left when we got here. We 
laid in a good supply of bread when we start- 
ed; stopped to bake twice before we got out of 
Kansas; and as we stopped two days on ac- 
count of our mules, we did baking then, 
which took us nearly through. 

The Agency here is built of sun-dried 
brick, plastered inside and outside; is one 
story high, and the main part about 90 feet 
long by 18 feet wide, divided into five rooms 
With a hall,and running back about 30 feet 
and 14 feet wide. There are fire-places in | 
the two end rooms and the kitchen, and no| 
chance to heat the others. As yet we are liv- | 
ing in one family—altogether about 30 of us. | 
Some are leaving ; when all such have gone, 
there will be, I suppose, about 20 in the fami- 
ly. Several of our company came down to | 
put up a steam saw-mill, which it was sup- | 
posed would be erected some miles away, but | 
they now intend putting it up within a mile; 
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so all will remain here I suppose. Two 
women came from Iowa with their husbands 
to do the cooking. We are expecting to do 
our own cooking, but I hardly know how it 
will be. At present there are not stoves and 
vessels enough for us to have a separate es- 
tablishment, and it seems to be preferred that 
we should board with the rest. Perhaps we 
may go to ourselves next month. 

The house stands near a rather nice creek— 
Cache( pronounced Cash )—and on low ground; 
if is supposed to be in an unhealthy location. 
We cannot see much of the country from 
here—the prairies around are rolling, and a 
few miles to the west of us are low mountains 
—a chain 12 miles wide, and extending 60 
miles to the west, they say, called the Wichi- 
ta Mountains. Fort Sill is 3 miles N. W. 
from us. It is an encampment of tents with 
a few frame houses for the stores and officers. 

When we came here a week ago the In- 
dians were encamped nearly all around the 
house. I should think there were 50 or 100 
wigwams in sight. The prairie was burning, 
and they had moved in here for safety. They 
have been going away for several days, and 
now are nearly all gone. 

We had a pretty suddep introduction to 
the Indian mode of life. They have been all 
around us, peeping into the windows, watch- 
ing what we are dving, coming into the house 
and squatting about, variously dressed in 
their moccasins, leggings, etc., with blankets, 
their faces painted, carrying their bows and 
arrows, and some revolvers, (though I guess 
they are minus the ammunition.) Some of 
them, I ought to say, are almost entirely na- 
ked, especially the children. It seemed in- 
deed like being in a strange country and 
amongst a strange people, but we are trying 
to go on and attend to our own business and 
let them alone. 

When we came, the room intended for us 
had an Indian family in it; the man was 
white, the woman Indian. They had only 
been there a short time. They went out the 
next morning, and we put in Second-day 
scrubbing it, which was a big job, as the floor 
was rough oak boards laid down when green, 
and there had been no cleaning done since 
plastering. Third-day we washed, and Fourth- 


|day Mahalah ironed all day. In the mean- 


time I was trying to knock up some furni- 
ture arrangements. Understand that we 
were turned into a bare room entirely desti- 
tute of anything of the kind. The first day 
[ got the windows so I could raise and lower 
them, something after the style I did in your 
house last summer ; next I made a couple of 
three-legged benches and put planks on them 
for our bed. Since then, as 1 have had op- 
portunity, I have made a rough three-legged 
stand, (at which we are now writing,) and 
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got out stuff to make a decent table and bed- 
stead ; I hope to get them completed this 
week. As for seats, sometimes we can get 
two chairs, and sometimes we sit on trunks 
and boxes. My seat now is the end of Ma- 
halah’s trunk. Only part of our things have 
come yet. Two boxes were sent around as 
freight to come with the saw mills, etc. There 
are said to be two cooking stoves, chairs, etc., 
coming with it also, wnich were purchased in 
Chicago. Maybe they will come soon, and 
maybe about Christmas. 

We have been trying to get the run of, and 
help Lawrie some in his business. Having 
been absent so long, of course there is an ac- 
cumulation of it. The plan is for Mahalah 
to clerk for him, and for me to clerk or help 
in the commissary department. I was over 
yesterday and saw them issuing rations to 
the Indians. There seem to be many difficul- 
ties about our taking hold of that work, and 
I doubt if we do. I expect that I shall have 
to go back to Washita River, 40 miles dis- 
tant, this week, to measure some land that has 
been broken there this summer. It will be a 
long, lonesome trip. a ile 
First-day the 21st, 11th mo. 

Third-day I made the trip alluded to, to 
the Washita River, to measure some land 
plowed there this summer. Dr. Upton went 
with me; we took the ambulance and two 
men. The wind was blowing a gale from the 
North, directly in our faces, and withal quite 
cold. We stopped with a man who went 
up along with us the most of the way from 
the Fort; this man has been living in this 
country with the Indians for seventeen years, 
and has an Indian wife, though she did not 
seem to live much at home. There were 
about 20 of us there that night, some Indians, 
some Mexicans, and some from several of the 
States. We took our provision, but he insist- 
ed that we should eat with them, which we 
did, and had asplendid supper and breakfast 
of meat, bread and coffee, having venison for 
breakfast. He had a small pole pen with a 
thatched roof in which they cooked and ate, 
and our sitting fire was a log heap in the yard. 
Perhaps some of them slept in the house, but 
not many, I guess. As for us we slept in the 
ambulance without taking anything off, and 
had hard work to keep warm with all our 
blankets. But still we slept on the banks of 
the Washita, to the music of a waterfall 300 
or 400 yards distant. We got the land meas- 
ured before noon, making 253 acres out of 
what he thought would be 500, and came 
home that night, I having the sick headache 
of course. 

Our living, as perhaps you are aware, is 
the soldier’s rations, that we draw at the Post 
Commissary at the Fort. We can get fresh 
beef every day at the butcher pen. If we 
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want extras we can buy them at the sutler’s 
store at the Post, or Lawrie can buy them at 
the Post Commissary at the wholesale prices 
that they cost the Government, which of course 
makes them very cheap, as cheap as they can 
be had at home. We have not yet settled 
whether we shall do our own cooking or not, 
but we want to if we can get the chance. 
Eu Jay. 
Kiowa and Comanche Agency, Fort Sill, Indian Ter- 
ritory, Eleventh month, 23, 1869. 
My Dear Friends:—Eli has been engaged 
on letters to you off and on for some time. 
His regular work does not begin till next 
month, or rather the military authorities do 
not pass it over to Agent Tatum’s care till 
then, so he has had some leisure for writing, 
amongst the jobs of work he has been doing. 
On the contrary, for me, the office work, which 
had got sadly behind hand, has been pressing 
ever since we got here, and I have had very 
little time for private correspondence. I got 
my pen and paper yesterday afternoon to 
write to you separately, but was scarcely com- 
menced when a fresh set of work came on 
which lasted till bed time. So this morning 
I concluded I would write what I had to say 
to all of you together, as to-morrow is mail 
day, and I might not get any part in the let- 
ter if I deferred longer. has told you 
the principal events of our journey ; perhaps 
I can tell you the cook’s part, which will be 
new. We got two little sheet-iron stoves, 
a mere box divided about in the middle, the 
front for the fire, the back part for the oven; 
the oven was double sheet-iron, with a space 
around the iuside part for the heat and smoke 
to draw around. Our bread pans would hold 
nine small loaves like biscuits, and one pan was 
all the oven held; then there were places on top 
to set in our coffee boilers. We had, for cook- 
ing over a camp-fire, two frying-pans, and a 
camp kettle, and new pie-pans, and tin-cups 
for our dishes,—so were we equipped for the 
journey. Perhaps you would think it was 
fun to cook so, but fun may last too long to 
be funny,—to cook for seventeen people, with 
appetites keen from exercise in the fresh, 
cold air, was something of a job when we 
stopped all tired from travel, especially when 
we had biscuit to make, as it took from six 
to ten ovens-full for a meal, and we had to 
bake for dinner next day besides. Eli spoke 
of our stopping twice to bake. I would say 
we stopped for other purposes, and baked 
while the men got their things gathered up. 
One of these places was at T. Stanley’s, where 
part of our company had gone on to; the 
other was at Meade’s, twenty miles from 
Wichita, our last contact with civilization. 
There the men laid in their supply of corn 
for the mules, and Lawrie went on to attend 
to business at Wichita, which kept him Jonger 


n 
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than the bread-baking did us, though two|as we can, our bread tastes musty, though it 
wagons staid behind till the bread was baked. | raises and looks very nice. We have pump- 
It was the last time we got the use of a|kin sauce and some pumpkin pies, but we 
cook-stove; there were no women there,| have no milk, so they are not quite like what 
and they had no yeast, and we had none, | we are used to. 

or M. A. Tatum had a little, but she did| We have formed ourselves into a little 
not want it used before reaching the Agency, | meeting and have held it two First-days, and 
so one of the women and myself struck out| Scripture school in the afternoon. I have the 
to another house there was not very far off, | teaching, or rather leading of the class, and 
where we had seen a woman at the door, for|then our two children want a class, and 
already a sight of a woman had begun to|think I am the one to teach them, though I 
look particularly welcome. We found a/thjnk their mothers could do it better, 
family pretty much all sick, the woman fixed | but the children have their way so far. We 
up ina chair to sit up awhile, and one or| were going to have two Scripture classes, and 
two daughters nearly grown, doing the work, | our company voted Eli to teach one, and me 
and, what was to our purpose, we saw a large|the other; but Eli does not see the use of 
pan of dough, light and ready to bake, so I | more than one class, and declined taking that; 
guessed at once we would find yeast, and after | and, as some of our company have been writ- 
talking a few minutes with them,—(every-| ing or walking at school time, both First-days, 
body scattered out this way seemed glad to | the class is not so large. An Indian sat with 
see anybody, and asked no introduction to us| us through one meeting, and showed at least 
nor we to them,)—I told our business, that | he knew how to sit still. Two Indians were 
we wanted yeast to make bread for our jour-| with usa part of our last Scripture school, 
ney. She had her girl get me some at once,| but as no interpreter was present, we could 
a generous parcel of nice dry yeast, and she/| not tell them what we were doing, nor teach 
would not take pay; “ you will have enough|them any. We feel it a great disadvantage 
of things to pay for,” she said, “ before you | not to be able to talk with them, and if pos- 
get through, without paying for a little yeast.” | sible, lead them to a knowledge of and hope in 
So we made up dough that night, about sev-|our Saviour. There have been a good many 
enty-five pounds of flour. They gave us the| deaths among the Indians this Fall; some 
use of an out-house to work in, and our men|since we came. They mourn with piteous 
who had no wagons made their beds there, | howlings, or cryings, night and morning, for 
and kept the dough warm round the fire-|the dead. While there were so many lodges 
place, for it wasa freezing cold night; and | around our house, we heard a good deal of 
next morning between four and five, the news| noise. One old woman died since we came, 
was that the dough was ready to make out;| who was, they aay, a very good mourner, and 
we kept their stove going from that till eleven | since she is gone, they say they are so tired 
and a half o’clock as hard as we could crowd|and worn out, they cannot mourn much. 
it, and then had a nice chance of bread, and| How I wish we could reach their dark souls 
started to come up with the other wagons at| with the glad tidings of the Gospel. Itisa 
Wichita. Besides the bread and crackers we | part of their duty, as they understand it, to 
started with, we had 250 pounds of flour, and | kill, burn and destroy all the property they 
some meal which we cooked on the road, hav-| have at the death of one of their near rela- 
ing only a very little left when we got here. | tions, and they have come nearly naked and 
We had five bushels sweet, and two bushels | destitute ; “ My brother or my some-one died ; 
Irish potatoes, which we used up, as well as|I had to burn my things ;” and so they want 
quantities of fresh meat, and some other|something given them. Lawrie told some of 
things,—but like true people of the plains} them in reference to a house which he is to 
meat was our great and principal living, and | build for a Chief, the Government furnishing 
it continues to be,—fresh beef with =p funds, that he hardly knew what about 

| 








sauce or vegetables. We can have bacon, | building it, for he supposed if any of his (the 
but of course do not prefer it. This} Chief’s) relations died, it would be to be burnt 
country produces but few wild fruits, and | down like their lodges. They will kill horses 
we are too late for what little there might} or anything they have, in case of death, They 
have been. One nice nut, the pecan, has| have lost confidence in their own doctors to a 
been quite plentiful, and we get some yet. | considerable degree, and are glad to get medi- 

Ve can get dried fruit at a reasonable price|cine of Dr. Upton. Yesterday a Chief got 
from the Commissary at the Fort, and are | some eye-water from him for sore eyes ; there 
having what we want of that. Our flour| were about a dozen other Indians in the office 
here has been nice, but it has been wet in the| then, and when they saw what he had got, 
wicks in getting it here, so that we sift out| every one of them wanted eye-water too. Dr, 
great lumps, several pounds out of a sack,|told one of them he did not think his eyes 
that are mouldy, and take them out as well! looked very sore, but he said he wanted it 
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for the time they might he, for it was a good | 


ways to come, so the Dr. gave each one 
s0me eye-water. 


MAHALAHB Jay. 
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For Friends’ Reriew. 
BOOK OF MEETINGS. 


In revising this work, the committee found 
it necessary to apply to some party in every 
Quarterly Meeting in the United States for 
information in regard to the Meetings within 
their limits. A printed circular, with a list 
of the Meetings in each Quarter, was sent to 
a correspondent, with a request that it 
be made correct and returned early to the 
committee. In most cases the committee are 
indebted for prompt and material aid—in 
others the circulars were unheeded, or returned 
without alteratiou—thus leading to errors in 
the work, only seven of which occurred 
through oversight of the committee. 

During the past year many new Meetings 
have been established, and a few discontinued. 
A list of all these, as far as could be ascer- 
tained, is herewith furnished, which will en- 
able those having copies of the book to make 
the needful corrections and additions. 

As there is no other work of the kind pub- 
lished, it is of importance to clerks and cor- 
respondents, who have need of it, that it be 
correct; it is therefore requested that when 
errors are discovered, or changes made, notice 
thereof be sent to the Publishers, William 
Wood & Son, 61 Walker St., N. Y., or to the 
Editor of Friends’ Review. 

Dublin Yearly Meeteng 
Is held on Fourth-day following last First-day in 
Fourth month. 

New England Yearly Meeting, 
Seventh-day after second Sixth-day at 9 A.M. Meet- 
ing of Ministers and Eiders day preceding at 9 A.M. 

Rhode Island Qaarterly Meeting of Ministers and 
Elders in Fifth month, at 2 o'clock. 

Providence Monthly Meeting, — Correspondent, 
Thos. Harkness, Providence, R. I. 

Falmouth Q. Meeting, 2d and 11tk mos. at Wind- 
ham, 6th mo. at Westbrook, 9th mo. at Durham. 


Smithfield Q. Meeting of Ministers and Elders, 5th 

and llth mos., at 3 o’clock. 
New York. 

Westbury Quarterly Meeting in 7th month, at 
Brooklyn, at 10} A. M. 

New York Mo. Meeting,—Correspondent, Wm. R. 
Thurston, 141 William St., New York. 

Nine Partners Q. Meeting, Fifth day after First- 
day in 24, 5th, 8th and 11th months, at 11 o’clock. 

Rochester Preparative Meeting, at close of First- 
day Meeting preceding Monthly Meeting. 

Butternuts Q. Meeting, in 2d mo. at Batternuts, 
5th mo. at Smyrna, 8th mo. at Westmoreland, 11th 
mo. at Burlington. 

Marlborough Mo. Meeting,—Correspondent, Geo. 
Hallock, Milton, Ulster Co., N. Y. 

Canada, 

Yonge St. Q. Meeting, 2d mo. at Pickering, 6th 
and 12th mos. at Yonge St., 9th mo. at Mariposa. 
Philadelphia, 

Northern District Monthly Meeting—Correspond- 
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ent, John W. Biddle, 519 Noble St., Philadelphia, 

Middletown Preparative Meeting, Fifth-day pre- 
ceding Monthly Meeting, at 10 o’clock. 

Middletown Meeting for Worship, First and Fifth 
days at 10 o’clock. 

Wrightstown Meeting for Worship discontinued. 

Bradford Mo. Meeting—Correspondent, Jas. Em- 
bree, Marshalton, Chester Co., Pa. 

East Sadsbury Meeting for Worship discontinued, 

New Garden Monthly Meeting—Correspondent, 
Thos. M. Harvey, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa. 

New Garden and London Grove Monthly Meetings 
held at 10 o’clock, instead of 10 and 11. 

Burlington Quarterly Meeting established 1682, 
instead of 1862. 

Newtown Preparative Meeting and Galloway 
Meeting for Worship discontinued. 


Ohio Yearly Meeting 


Consists of five Quarterly Meetings, Adrian being 
attached to it, (set off from New York, ) and is held 
Sixth-day preceding first First-day in Ninth montb, 
at 10 A.M. 

Meeting of Ministers and Elders same day, 3 P.M. 

Meeting “for Sufferings, Sixth-day preceding 2d 
Seventh day iu 5th month, at 3 P.M., and day of 
Yearly Meeting in 9th month, at 8 A.M. 

Flushing Meeting for Worship discontinued. 

Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting—Correspond- 
ent, Robert Stanley, Damascoville, Mahoning Co.,0, 


Indiana. 


Fairview Meeting for Worship—in Fairfleld Quar- 
terly Meeting. (Time not given.) 

Beech Grove Preparative and Meeting for Wor- 
ship—in New Garden Quarterly Meeting. (Time not 

iven.) 
. Westfield Q. Meeting Ministers and Elders, 2 
o'clock. 

Deer Creek Monthly Meeting,—Correspondent, 
Daniel Harris, Jonesboro’, Ind. 

East Branch Preparative Meeting. (Times of hold- 
ing this and Deer Creek Mo. Meeting not given.) 

Kansas Quarterly Meeting,—name changed to 
Springdale,—last Seventh-day in 2d, 5th, 8th and 
11th months, at 11 A.M.; at Springdale, in 2d and 
8th mos.; and at Tonganoxie in 5th and 11th mos. 
Meeting of Ministers and Elders day preceding, 2 P.M. 

Shawnee Monthly Meeting—Correspondent, Joha 
H. Vestal, Shawnee, Kansas. 

Lawrence Mo. Meeting and Fairview Preparative 
and Meeting for Worship. (Times of holding these 
and Shawnee Monthly Meeting—also Correspondent 
for Lawrence Monthly Meeting—not given.) 

Hesper Quarterly Meeting, first Seventh day in 
3d, 6th, 9th and 12th mos., at 11 A.M. ; Sixth mo. 
at Spring Grove; and 3, 9th and 12th mobths at 
Springfield. Meeting of Ministers and Elders day 
preceding, at 2 o’clock. 

Wabash Meeting for Worship, First-day, at 10A.M. 

Western. 

Meeting for Sufferings Fifth-day preceding first 
Seventh-day ia 2d month, and Fifth-day preceding 
Yearly Meeting in Ninth month, at 10 o’clock. 

Yearly Meeting Correspondent, Jas. Kersey, Amo, 
Hendricks Co., Ind., in place of Matthew Stanley, 
deceased. 

Greenwood Mo. Meeting—Correspondent, Joshua 
M. Perrisho, Westfield, Hamilton Co., Ind. 

Name of Concord Quarterly Meeting changed to 
Thorntown. 

Plainfield Monthly Meeting—Correspondent, Joel 
Newlin, Plainffeld, Hendricks Co., Ind. 

Vermilion Quarterly Meeting, second Seventh-day 
in 2d, 5th, 8th and 11th mos., at 11 A.M. 
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Vermilion Monthly Meeting—Correspondent, Juno. | and partly black, the copper is found in the 


M. Elliott, Ridge Farm, Vermilion Co., Illinois. 
Ash Grove Quarterly Meeting, first Seventh-day | 


in Ist, 4th, 7th and 10th mos,, at Ash Grove, 11 A.M. |!” the black. 


Meeting of Ministers and Elders day preceding, at | 
11 o’clock. (Ash Grove Q. Meeting, composed of | 
Ash Grove and Onarga Mo. Meetings. Is this Onarga 
ef Wabash Q. Meeting and Indiana Y. Meeting ?) 

Sand Creek Mo. Meeting—Correspondent, James | 
W. Newsom, Azalia, Bartholomew Co., Ind. 

Fairfield Q. Meeting, third Seventh-day in 2d, | 
5th, 8th and 11th months, at 10 o’clock. 

Richland Q. Meeting, second Seventh-day after 
fourth Seventh-day iu 2d, 5th, 8th and llth mos., 
at 11 o’clock. 


red parts, but not at all, or the merest trace, 
If a few fibres from the red 
part be burned, the spectrum of copper is 
readily detected in the flame. 

It is a curious fact that this red in the wing 
of the turaco is not a fast color. A pair of 
fine birds which were kept in captivity washed 
it all out of their plumage in a few days by 
bathing in the water which was left them to 
drink, the turacine being soluble in water. 
Except for the loss of their beauty, the birds 


Popiar Ridge Mo. Meeting—Correspondent, Na-Tdid not appear to be any the worse for the 


than Wasson, Carmel, Hamilton Co., Ind. 


lowa. 

West Grove Meeting for Worship, in Cedar Creek 
Mo. Meeting. 

Gilead Mo. Meeting, in Salem Q. Meeting—at- 
tached from Centre Quarterly Meeting, Ohio. 

Bloomington Monthly Meeting—Correspondent, 
James Cattell, Muscatine, Lowa. 

Asher Creek Preparative and Meeting for Worship, 
in Bangor Quarterly Meeting. 

Mahaska Preparative and Meeting for Worship, in 
Spring Creek Mo. Meeting. 

Kast Grove Preparative and Meeting for Worship, 


change. It would seem, therefore, that we 
have here an instance of the elaboration of a 
chemical substance perfectly unique ir its 
nature and containing a metal whose salts are 
usually regarded as poisonous to animals ; 
and yet the sole purpose which, so far as we 
know, it serves in the animal economy, is one 
of pure decoration. How will those who 
take an exclusively utilitarian view of the 
plan of creation explain this ?—Journal of 
CU hemistry. 


————— 





in Bear Creek Quarterly Meetiug. 

Spring Creek Mo. Meeting—Correspondent, Seth 
Cox, Oskaloosa, Iowa. 

New Sharon Monthly Meeting—Correspondent, 
Wu. Pearson, Jr., New Sharon, Mahaska Co., Ia. 

Rose Mount Monthly Meeting, in 9th month, 4th 
day after second Seventh day. 

Lynn Grove Ql Meeting, second Seventh day in 
2d, 5th, 8th and 11th mos., at 10 o’elock. 

(Time not given for any of the above Meetings ex- 
cept Rose Mount and Ljnn Grove.) 


ee 


COPPER IN THE COLORING OF A BIRD’s WING. 


The turaco or plantain-eater of the Cape of condemns the practice. 


RIPENING GRAPES BY CUTTING AWAY THE 
LEAVES. 
The August number of the Cosmos contains 
a paper on this subject by M. J. Comte, which 
| was read at a meeting of the Agricultural 
Society of Agen. It appears to have been 
an old custom, and one still kept up in the 
South of France, to pull off the leaves of the 
vine so as to let the full sunlight fall on the 
grapes, which soon get an amber color and 
appear as if over-ripe. The author strongly 
He states that the 


Good Hope is noted for the beauty of its leaves, as arranged by nature, are absolutely 


plumage, and especially for the rich red upon 
its wings. 


necessary for perfecting the maturity of the 


This red coloring matter has been | grapes ; in other words, for converting into 


analyzed, and found to contain nearly six per | "Pe sugar a portion of the acids which are 
cent of copper, which cannot be detected by | present in large quantity in the unripe fruit. 


the ordinary tests, nor removed from the red | +! 2 c bala 
: This color-| of carbon to the acids, and this carbonisation 


compound without destroying it. 


This change is brought about by the addition 


. . . . . ( y . } i affoe , 2A yes 
ing matter is, in fact, a natural organic com- | (*8 Comte calls it) is effected by the leaves. 


pound, of which copper is an essential con-|*! . 
The name turacine has been given|°f grapes which havea green color when 


stituent. 


Fully ripe grapes (of course, he is speaking 


to this substance. Traces of copper had pre- | ™Pe) should be of a pure green, and not of 





viously been found in animals, as in oysters 


the yellowish shade exhibited by those which 


| . . . 
which, living in streams flowing from the | have been exposed to the light by stripping 


neighborhood of copper mines, had assimi 
lated certain salts of that metal. 
apparently had no effect upon the health o 
the oyster, though it did upon the health o 
people who ate the bivalve. 


But in this case, 


loff the leaves. The taste of these yellow 


The copper | 8 Pes is intensely sour, while that of the 


f|green-colored ripe grapes is sweet.—Scientific 


¢| Journal, 


— _ —~0e 


OVER AND OVER AGAIN, 


as in all others of the kind heretofore ob- BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


served, the presence of the copper was clearly 


accidental ; while in the turaco the metal i 


anormal part of the coloring matter of the 
bird’s plumage. Of course it must be obtained 
in minute quantities with the food, and stored 


up in this singular way in the system of th 


animal, In the very same feather, partly red 


Over and over again, 
3 No matter which way I turn, 
I always find in the Book of Life 
Some lesson [ have to learu. 
I must take my turn at the mill, 
I mast grind out the golden grain, 
e I must work at my task with a resolute will, 
Uver aud over again. 
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We cannot measure the need 
Of even the tiniest flower, 
Nor check the flow of the golden sands 
That ran through a single hour. 
But the morning dews must fall ; 
And the sun and the summer rain 
Must do their part, and perform it all 
Over and over again. 


Over and over again 
The brook through the meadow flows, 
And over and over again 
The ponderous mill-wheel goes, 
Once doing will not suffice, 
Though doing be not in vain, 
And a blessing, failing us once or twice, 
May come if we try again. 


The path that has once been trod 
Is never so rough to the feet ; 
And the lesson we once have learned 
Is never so hard to repeat. 
Though sorrowful tears may fall, 
And the heart to its depths be riven 
With storm and tempest, we need them all 
To render us meet for Heaven. 
— Watchman and Reflector. 


—_——__ +e 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Furgicn IntELLIGENCR.—Advices from Europe are 
to the 3d inst. 


Great Brirain.—Heavy gales prevailed all around 
the coast during the last few days ofthe year, caus- 
ing many shipwrecks. The damage by the regent 
floods in England and Wales, it is stated, is esti- 
mated at nearly £500,000, about $2,500,000. In 
some sections the lowlands will probably be useless 
until Spring. 

The recent receipts of wheat from America have 
been very large, and there is a great acuumulation 
of that grain both at London and Liverpools The 
Statistical Journal of London said on the 30th ult. 
that 74 more cargoes were afloat bound for England 
than at the corresponding periud last year. 


IneLanp.—A violent gale at Limerick on the 31st 
uprooted trees, threw down chimneys and even 
prostrated some honses. Ten persons were known 
to have been killed, and many others were badly 
injured. 


Fraxcs.—The extraordinary session of the Legis- 
lative Body ended on the 27th ult. and the regular 
session commenced the following day. The former 
President, Schneider, was re-elected. The Minis- 
try resigned on the 28th, their resignationa were 
accepted, and Emile Ollivier was requested by the 
Emp-ror to name persons to associate with himself 
to form a homogevous cabinet, faithfully represent- 
ing the majority in the Chamber, and resolved to 
apply in letter and spirit the ‘‘senatus consultum”’ of 
9th mo. last. The Emperor declared that he relied 
on both Ollivier and the Legislature to aid him in 
putting into successful operation the constitutional 
regime. The list of the new Ministry was published 
on the 3d; two of the late cabinet, the Ministers of 
War and Marine, retain their positions, and Ollivier 
himself assumes that of Minister of Justice. As a 
member ot the Legislative Body, he was formerly 
active as one of the Opposition but has gradually 
become more moderate and conciliatory towards the 
government. A statememt recently made by him 
of the political principles on which he purposed to 
act if made the head of the Ministry, includes peace 
abroad, and at home some reforms tending to greater 
freedom. 


REVIEW. 


The Director General of Telegraph Lines at Paris 
has published in the official journal a declaration 
that his administration does not exercise any control 
over dispatches transmitted by the French Trans- 
atlantic cable, either from America or from any 
other quarter, except to take care that they are 
transmitted in the order of reception, without favo- 
ritism, and that none are sent clandestinely to avoid 
the tax due the government; that the conditions 
under which it exercises this control are without 
political intention ; and that most of the dispatches 
received, especia)ly those for the west of France, 
for Spain or England, reach their destination without 
passing through Paris. This publication was called 
forth by the remarks in the annual message of the 
President of the United States, relative to the terms 
of the concession of that company, and his sugges- 
tion of an international convention to establish re- 
ciprocity in cable telegrams. The concession, how- 
ever, contains an express reservation by the French 
government of “the right of establishing such con- 
trol over the service of the line as it may judge 
convenient.” 


Sparn.—Zorilla, Minister of Justice, made a speech 
a few days since at Albaceta, in which he declared 
that if the government cannot find a king, they will 
throw themselves into the arms of a republic. 


Iraty.—The place of meeting of the Council has 
been changed from the Cathedral of St. Peter to the 
Quirinal palace, owing to acoustic defects of the 
hall occupied in the former building, which render 
it unsuited for the meetings. No account of any 
further proceedings has been made public. The 
correspondent of the London Zimes at Rome, asserts 
that the Pope’s influence over the Council is per- 
ceptibly growing weaker. 


Swirzertanp.— Victor Rueffy, President elect of 
the Federal government of Switzerland, died on the 
28th ult. 


Ecypt.—A dispatch from Port Said, dated the 
30th ult., says, that the steamer Sterling, for Bom- 
bay, passed through the Suez canal in 12 hours, on 
the 27th, and that several other steamers were fol- 
lowing it. 


Domgstic.—The monthly statement of the public 
debt, for the Ist inst., shows a total amount, prin- 
cipal and interest, of $2,658,134,670; amount in 
Treasury, including sinking fund, 209,387,716.69 ; 
leaving the excess of debt over amount on hand, 
82,448, 746,953.31, a decrease within the last month 
of $4,812,781.92, and since Third mo. 1, 1869, of 
#76,716,306.70. The amount of bonds issued to the 
Pacific Railroads is $64,135,320 ; interest paid by the 
United States, $4,984, 822.54 of which $1,861,089.71 
has been repaid by transportation of mails, &e. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has authorized 
the Assistant Treasurer at New York to continue the 
sale of $1,000,000 in gold and the purchase of 
$1,000,000 of bonds on alternate weeks throughout 
the present movth, on account of the Siuking Fund; 
and also to sell $1,000,000 of gold and purchase 
$2,000,000 of bonds on alternate weeks, for the spe- 
cial fand ; these sales and purchases alternating 
with those for the Sinking Fund, so that only one 
sale and one purchase shall take place each week. 


The postage on letters to Great Britain having 
been reduced at the first of the year, the managers 
of the foreign steamship lines sailing from New 
York which had carried the mails, declined doing 
so longer at the reduced rates, but the Postmaster 
General has made arrangements with other lines, 
by which the mails will be carried as frequently 
and nearly as expeditiously as heretofore. 





